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6. PROBLEMS & PROSPECTS OF TOURISM IN NORTH

BENGAL: AN INTEGRATED PLANNING TOWARDS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMEN |
Pranoy Dey
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Birpara College
Alipurduar, West Bengal, Pin- 7 15204
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Abstract

The tourism industry has gained significant prominence since the
end of World War I1. The tourism sector has been established in a
region that boasts distinctive features such as natural, social,
cultural, and ethnic resource diversity. The region of North
Bengal encompasses eight distinct administrative  districts,
specifically Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar,
Cooch Behar, Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, and Malda. Each
of the aforementioned districts possesses distinctive attributes
pertaining to natural, social, cultural, and ethnic resources. The
scenic allure of the Darjeeling Mountain, the protected woodland
of Terai and Dooars, the historical significance of Malda's
heritage site, and the traditional customs of the rural arcas
enveloped by forests in North Bengal have garnered the attention
of tourists hailing from various parts of the globe, both domestic
and international. The Darjeeling hills are widely recognised as
the "Queen of Hills." The Darjeeling Tea and Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway (DHR) are considered to be significant
cultural assets of the Darjeeling Hills region. The distinet ethnic
community residing in Toto Para, located in the Alipurduar
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