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Exploring the Geographical trends in Asymmetric Warf,
historical perspective il

Dr. Kaustay Chakrsbary

Ex- Associ :
tate Professor and HOD, Dept of History, City Cullege, Priocipal. Birpars
College, Alipurduar District {West Bengal) .

Abstract

W | | ‘
arfare has been the nonm of human existeme for centuries. The competition for terntory and

resaurves led to numerous conflicts among the human race 1 which sonie tiumphed while othens

Victory and defeat in warfure was pritarily determined by which side held the maost rexources 1

terms of men and weapons, In the ancient and medieval penods of warfare, that side which beld
the bulk of resources and was ably generalled by fur-sighted military Jeaders with a clear vision
for winning held the ground and triumphed over their sdversanes, The medieval period in Europe
was the scene of symymetric warfare among kings and feudal lords on equal terms. Good swords
and lances and shields decided the faie of 4 batde in most cases. The Industrial Revaolution
revolutionised the mocdes of warfare, und increased its geographical extent to a considerable
degree. Gun powder echnalugy not only aliered the approach in traditional war methodologies.
but also rendered it asymmetric in ways mare than ope. As Europeans mastered modern weapons
and the necessary technological prowess, they went for world dominabon and coloainl ventures.
This created a kind of global asymmnetry Vis-3-vis the developed world and the peripberal reguons
of Asia. Africe and Latin Amenca. The two Warld Wars ar the last century bear eloguent
testimony to the ruthless und the devastating use af the weapons of mass destruction, This paper
makes 2 modast sitempt (o highlight the ditferent aspects of warfare scroas the globe, and 1ty
asynumeLne nature when supenor powen confronted the fesser advenanies in the former’s quest
for sopremacy

Key Words: war. technology. gun powder, arullery. gun bouts

Antecedents

Warfare has been the narm of human existence for centunes The competition for wrritory and
resources led to numerous conflicts among the human race in wiuch some tnu mphed while others
lost. The defeated cotibatants were either hilled or emslased in perpennty for profitable v

cuch as the slave trade. 4 ¢ venlures

Viciary and defeat in warlare wus pnuuml). determined b ich side held sl resources
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in lermis of men and weapons. In the ancient and medieval penaods of warfare that :i&k whuch
“ -

held the bulk of resources and was ably generalled by
‘ k o y far-sighted mulitary leaders with a ¢
vision foe winoing held the ground and tnumphed over their adversanes. However, the ms::;:::
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