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Foreword

wes me immense pleasure o write the foreword to the multilingual magazine of Birpara Coliege,

cnntied “J=Iedi} The magazine of a college s a reflection of its academic and cultural aptitude, and
sdeing by the impressive quantity of contributions from the students, faculty members and the non-
teaching staff of the College in by the way of general essays, poetry, commentary on current and
antemporary issues, the magazine is clearly demonstrative of the avid and multifarious interests and
ypirations of the esteemed contributors. They have truly given voice to their innermost feelings.

The magazine would not only enrich the cultural and academic aspects of the College, but would go a
ane way tawards putting the institution on the global map of creativity and the pursuit of excellence,
scademic and otherwise. | wish both the readers and the contributors the very best in their academic
and creative endeavours while excepting them to keep up with the tempo of their aesthetic senses for

years to come
Dr. Kaustav Chakrabarti
Principal, Birpara College

Alipurduar district
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3 Greetings from the President

It is with great pride and joy that | extend my heartfelt greetings to the entire Birpara College family
on the release of this year's edition of Punarva magazine. This publication stands as a testamgm to

the creativity, intellectual rigor, and collaborative spirit that our students, faculty, and staff bring to

the table.

& 'n an era where education is evolving rapidly, Punarva offers a platform tao reflect on the diversity of

{ thaught, culture, and talents that define Birpara College. The articles, essays, and creative works that
fill these pages showrase the brilliance of our young minds and the guidance of our esteemed
faculty. Each contribution in this magazine is a celebration of learning, imagination, and hard work.

twould like to congratulate the editorial team, contributors, and everyone involved in making

Punarva a success. Your dedication and effort have culminated in a publication that will inspire and
resonate with readers for years to come.

o our students, let this magazine serve as a reminder of the power of education and expression,

Continue to explore new horizons, challenge yourselves, and contribute meaningfully to society. The
future holds boundless opportunities for those who strive for excellence.

May Punarva continue to be a source of pride
even greater heights in the years to come.

for Birpara College, and may our institution rise to
Warm regards,

Prof (De) Piyal Basu Roy

President, Governing Body

Birpara College
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) Debates in History and History as a Debate
Or Kaustav Chakrabarti,

t- Pringipal, Birpara College,

Shpurdugr Distrct, West Bengal

smplete without controversy, Progress has seidom been 3 linear process, and has followed
agrterns Thiy vanely has led to controverses and controversies to debates.

Debates are the drving force of history for they try to help bring out the truth. As history s not an
exact soence, so the armval at the truth must be an approximate one. In this context, some major
worcal debates may be brought to the fore For instance in the indian context, we may refer to the
Jebates over the Great Revolt of 1857, the role of the Middle Class in the indian Nahonal

tthe Partinon debate of 1847, how pertinent has been the term Early Medieval in the Indian

scenano and whether g kind of ‘Indian’ feudalism really existed as has been argued by a
Facheolars anc if i cdid really exist how did it fare with s European counterpart , in the

nal context we may refer to the role of the Philosophes in the French Revoluton, the

oy of the Regn of Terror, how modern was early Modern European Europe; did the intrusion

ooan agricutture really swept away the feudal vestiges or whether the new Nation-State that

o being intl. hfteenth and the sixteenth centuries were really the redeployment of erstwhile

forces 35 has been argued by Perry Anderson; how is it that even after economic and
zraphic changes in Western Europe led to a realignment of socio-economic forces, but things
“ferent in the eastern half so much so that the great Socialist Frederick Engels had to put

carz s theory of 3 ‘Second Serfdom’ |, and, whether the Balkan problem brought ‘Peace with

" to name but 2 few that sre taught at undergraduate levels in the Colleges. Again, the

oility of the Second World War Is a debatable issue. Historians like Louis Snyder, Allan Bullock

! Hobert Conquest would like to attribute the outbreak of the war to Hitler’s plan of a Greater
rmany (Gross Deutschland), the concept of Living Space (Lebensraum) and the Drive to the East
urang Nach Osten). Soviet historians like Oleg Rzhevsky aiso blame Hitler and fascism in general for
i« sutbreak of hostilities. Diplomat historians like Valentin Berezhkov have provided additional inputs
to this notien of holding Hitier solely responsible for the war. To this however, they blame Western
“owers lke Britain and France to have appeased Hitler so that the war could be directed against the
>0 et Lnion. On the other hand A J.P Taylor has argued that Hitler alone could not be held responsible
o World War It and that other factors were also involved which inexorably pushed the world into a
cataclysm. Hitler was an arch opportunist and merely utilized the weaknesses of British and French
stalesmen to wrest the maximum concessions denied to Germany at Versailles when other nations
hat the right to self-determination. His purpose was to obviate the possibility of a war for which
Lermany was ili-prepared In this light, Taylor also contiadicts the claim put forth by some historians
that the German re-armament programme was resumed with a view to achieving technical and
qualitative superiority over the opponents for a premeditated plan of world conquest. in this context,
Taylor points out that German armament production reached its peak only in 1944 when Germany's
Dorders were threatened by the combined push of the Allied and Red Armies. Untl then, German arms

pRduchon had been minimal and suited to fight limited wars. However, any reference to the Secongd
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respective histories, though they are seen in different perspectives

historical research lies in the fact that they try to raise questions hitherto

Leate i heeping an issue alive even when it is considered ‘dead’. For instance, we

oo ack nurselves, what would have happened if India had not been partitioned? How the Muslims
Gimdus wouls nave recenciled themselves to a United India transcending their apparent

f~r the preater good of the ‘nation’? Would India have been at par with China in terms of

i <ocoal stability? These very mundane queries not only rankle the historian’s

<a stimulate the thoughts of laymen who are outside the purview of academic ambience.

hough considered 3 “dead’ subject ‘dealing only with the past’ by taday's consumer-driven

¢ peneration has ample food for thought. itis meant for one and all, and most imp?rtantly, subject

c denates However more than debates that sustained history, it is the latter which has been the
hect of endless debate(s) over several centuries. Right from the time of Herodotus, ‘The Father of

o, history as 2 discipline has been in the process of being turned inside out with hair-splitting
trovers o5 whether 't should be categorized within the purview of natural or social sciences, or
whether it all ought to be a science. A positivist Comte might try to use the basics of fundamental

Lces like physics and chemistry to verify and formulate the causation of events irrespective of
human factor, whereas an idealist like Dilthey would attack the very attempt of foisting science upon
history because history to him was ‘mind affected’ with human agency playing a central role.

e that a5 1t may, the rcle and the importance of History in human society cannot be overruled by
Lirtue of the fact that it's very controversial nature has provided it with a unigue life force, an élan vital
of sort unlike any other discipline. In the turbulent times, when Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity
e under the scanner of scientists who till date had sworn by the Savant’s formula of E=MC2 to
justify their calculations on concrete evidences, no subject, let alone history, is beyond scrutiny. So like
ather disciplines which are in a state of constant flux, History is no exception. The last word is yet to
he <ald on it. Therein lies its significance.

Bibliography:

£ Sreedharan: A Textbook of Historiography

Eric 1. Hobsbawm: Interesting Times

Francis Fukuyima: The End of Histary and the Last Man
E.H Carr: What is History?

Harvey J. Kaye: British Marxist Historians

Amalesh Tripathi: Itihas O Oitthasik

Peter Geyl: Debates With Historians
Rodney Hilton (ed): Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism

Bloch: Feudal Society (in 2 Vols)
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hatima® Indian Feudalisn

Sabyasachi Bhattacharya (ed): Rethinking 1857
thars Baghehi (ed): Indian Women Myth and Reality

Mushirel Hasan: India's Partition

AR, Marriot: The Eastern Question

sk Glenny: The Balkans

A L7 Taylor: The QOrigins of the Second World War

Leu's Snyder: The War

\alentin Berezhkov: A History of Diplomacy During the Second World War

O'eg Rzhevsky: Europe 1939: Was War Inevitable?

Paul Johnson; A History of the Jews

Max |. Diment: Jews, God and History

Elie Wiese!. Night

Halllg locelyn: The Holocaust and anti-Semitism

imre Kertasz: Holocaust as Culture

Richard Gruenberger: A Social History of the Third Reich

Martin Gilbert: Israel A History

Sukanto Bhattacharya: Environmental Sociology Indian Perspectives

Kaustav Chakrabarti: A Brief Introduction to the Rise and Rhythm of Zlonism (Firma Kim)
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=) What is Student Politics

; Sarukh Ansari

3" semester , sociology major

ople may have a problem with properly understanding the term politics. Furthermore, people
derstand this term in sevaral conflicting ways. Some individuals define it as a greedy battle of
ontrast, some define it as a way in which an individual converts the hankering of his
ity into achievement. Simply speaking, politics is a set of activities that are involved in the
ince of a country, state, or region. Read Political Speech here.

Classifications of Politics

ce to classify politics, then its classification can take place into three categories. Above all, the
categories are formal politics, semi-formal politics, and informal politics. When we talk about
| polincs, then know that it means the operation of a constitutional system of government and

' titubens which are in relation to it.
formal palitics deals with government associations like student associations or neighbourhood
ns. Finally, informal politics refers to everyday politics that consists of forming alliances,

ting particular areas and goals.

rypes of Political Organization
cortainly are many types of political organizations. Furthermore, such organizations include
nternatonal organizations, and non-government organizations (NGOs).

. are the institutional form of political governance that are predominant. Some of you

.".'r. states
Sme into confusion regarding state and government. The difference between the two is that

1< 4 state refers to the institution, the government is the regime in power.

came forward with a classification of states into monarchies,

further classify states. Aristotle
mocracies. However, in the contemporary

acies, Jristocracies, oligarchies, tyrannies, and de
hoa classification is not very proper.

Politics is Power
power. It is like relationship in which ane can influence

Cne can say that politics is a way of exercising : '
he power relationship between two people in which

Lehaviour of others. Furthermore, politics ist
can compel another to undertake a course of action involuntary.

nature of power is an important matter. As such, we can

to politics. Most noteworthy, these three

ower as decision making.

nreover, when we talk about politics, the

dennty three different dimensions of power when it comes
Linensions are power as@agenda, power as thought control, and p
ter the content of decisions. This means

cific plan that can al
ntions. Furthermore, power as the agenda refers to y

- 4 decision making involves a spe
hat power can push or pull someone against inte
% il to deny decisions from being formulated.

the

-

and needs of individuals. Power as

%

ofers to influencing the wants

@Ln'.'b_ pOWEr as thought control r : _ 0 politics
: & a0 dimoensi en it cames L L s
E iitunltol 15 certamly the muost impartant powet dimonsion whe #{“ v

(T
HqEQ Yo

4

Scanned with CamScanner




ey

: \"{’ Political Values
R

L Several ditferent pohitical specira have Deci proposed By experth P st L"‘"“”-Hﬂ"'."ull'.lh]dm 1
!' _ i omyst e all aware o thye Bett ppent pobibeat spectoanm As s The Bnomm with potitics sy,
rey e all . ol LR H I > .
A
¥ camnmng of lelt-wing and ol Pt oasiderable dhflorene es brobwe ey coumbres

Generally speaking, rpht wingg vatues conservatism, tradifion, and meguality inocontrast, e wing
alues equality, progiess and egalitarianism Some mdividualy clyim themselves 1o be centrisg, gy
retuse to wdentify with ether left o npght Also, many experts S0e Centnsm ab sortofanideal palye

poshan

atherimpotant polineal spectrum s the authoritaran-ibertapan . Furthermore, this deals with e
imount of individual freedom each person enjoys in a particular society Generally speaking, the

| dassocation of authortananisim s with sttong central power and himited political and individug,

| lreedoms

Mereover libertananism emphasizes avil bberties, mdividual nghts, and political freedoms aver the
duthority of any king

Many behieve that the word pobtics is thes most negative word in the Enghsh language. However, these
prople hate pohitics wathout really understanding what it s all about 1 would like to say that palitics i

»
dvefy impaitant aspect of humanity that cannot be discarded. Without pohtiis, socety and cwvilization
will coliapse
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West Bengal’s Education Reforms : Are They Enough

Mousumi Sahani

V' semester B.com

tlengal’s recemt educstion reftiims auned at iproving aceess, quality, and inclusivity, have
opromie but tace critical challenges initiatives sach as froe texthonks, mid-day meals, and the
Fanya sShree and Sabu] Sathi scherses have rontabuted to higher school enrolment and reduced
vt rates, especilly among gitls. The wate bas alue focused on expanding digital education and
hased learning 1o bette) prrepare stadents tor the worktoree. However, issues such as outdated
ta nadequate infrastracture in roral sehooks and teacher shortages persist, hindering the
cllectivenoss ot these refarme Additionally, the gap between urban and rural education

ma prahicant with tiany students bk Ing acecess to "lUfiH[‘{ rﬁgi?al resources. While these

vave Lald the groundwaork for pragress, sustained afforts and rargeted iwvestments are

[}

Vo Tully transtorm the education system and ensure equitable access and quality for all
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The Bengali Language Movement

‘Dipika Sharma

1% semester programme

The Bengali Language Movement is a pivotal chapter in the history of cultural identity, 5hWC&sinﬂ the
power of language in preserving regional heritage Originating in East Bengal (now Bangladesh) i, the
1940s and 19505, the movement was driven by opposition to the imposition of Urdu as the officia
state language by the Pakistani government Bengali speakers fought to preserve their linguistic Fights
‘2ading to the historic 1952 protests, where students and activists sacrificed their lives in Défense o
their mother tongue. This struggle not only ensured the recognition of Bengali as a national ‘aﬂguage
but also became a symbol of culturat pride and resistance against cultural homogenization. in today's
globalized world, where languages and traditions are often overshadowed by dominant global
cultures, the Bengali Language Movement serves as a reminder of the importance of protecting

Meuistic diversity and cultural identity. it highlights the need for preserving regional languages in the

face of modern global challenges.
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The Rise of E-Commerce and Startups In Bengal

Ritik Kumar Lakra

3 Semestar

T E-Commerce and startups m Bengal has marked 3 signdficant shift ;n the regicn’s sconomee
pe, fosterir novation ang entregveneurship. The growth of digtal infrastructure, coupled
7 ncressing imternet penetration, has enabied local businessas to reach giobal markets Startups in

&7 e 1ot ke :f_-'_n.",."v"“" .i.’_‘l"r'-hf‘ roaalthe sre ad edwuecshon ar e :f-":"{r"' SUDoomiag

Sy e URS =" 308 e, - G\ RS L4 w e
] =T b 2 - - - - B e F - ez | el = " g <& »
BOVE S atives like “Startup Bengal® and financal incentives. E-<commerce platforms are
partcularly transforming the retail industry, offering consumers greater convenence and accese 1 3
. co ers gre
"o ¢ rrevt c A -l N = w P T

" ange of products. Additionally, the rise of homegrown tech ventures is creating job coportunities

=

g2l's economy, posihoning

m s reshaping Ber

- -t o Fl oo - T 12 P y - -
25UNg bengal s startup ecosystem. This digita! boom
15 2n emerging hub for entrepreneurship and e-commerce in india
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. smart Farming for the Future é

The Rise of Agritech In Bengal

Kusum Jaiswal

34 semester B.com

sis : ices, ushering in a ne
The rise of agritech in Bengal is transforming traditional farming practices g €W era

o _ £ ilitv. With innovations such as precjs.,
smart farming aimed at improving productivity and sustainability ) d it p %0
cs. farmers are better equipped to monitor soif heayy
: s nt initiatives
predict weather patterns, and optimize resource use. Agritech startups and EEV: lr_“’:e t ”'“:“V‘?.an
i i ' .C’ | B I} i n
driving this shift by providing access to affordable technology, Improving Tnar nkages, and offeriq
se advancements are helping to address challenges fi.
low yields, water scarcity, and pest management, which have long affected Bengal’s agrl'cultu.ral sector
While agritech holds great patential for boosting rural incomes and ensuring food security, widesprea
adoption requires greater digital literacy, infrastructure development, and access to affordable tool;
for small and marginal farmers.

farming, drone technology, and data analyt

training in modern agricultural techniques. The

as
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Rise Above

Rishi Barua

Ist Sem B.A History honours

When she down fall and darkness calls

Don't let tear take its toll on your walls

For within you a spark does glow,

A limh

:nt that guides through life’s ebb and flow.
Believe in yourself you strength and night,
And shine so bright, like a beacon in night

Don't let doubt Creep or worries room

You are capable of reaching your home.

S0 rise above, the noise and the pain.
And find your voice, your inner refrain.
For you are brave, and you are bold,

Your dreams await, like treasures untold.
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Fight Against Drug Abuse

Mominur Rahaman

1* semester

Bengai’s fight against drug abuse has become a critical social Issue, with students and mt.iety Play:

@ pivotal rele in combating this growing menace Rising drug addiction, especially among the Hing
has raised alarm, affecting public health, education, and soclal stability. Students, as both Vuh’r""*.
'argets and active agents of change, have been at the forefront of awareness campaigns in schao;abm
colieges, promobing a drug-free lifestyle. Educational institutions, NGOs, and g e

overnment
have launched programs

11Vt 3ty
_ focusing on prevention, counselling, and rehabilitation. Societ :
equally vital, with

N | ¥’ role
= ) families, communities, and law enforcement working together to address the o .
es, s i -
o :(‘ as unemployment and stress, and provide support for those affected. While progress p,
Made, sustained efforts are nec i

' : essary to eradicate drug abuse and ensur 2
Sevgatsyocah g ensure a healthier future
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@ Feminism in the 21st Century
s

Arbin Toppo

3™ semester
the 21st century has evolved significantly, transcending traditional sterectypes to
Adress a br oader spectrum .".'f .!-,.-I:_],-.y? lFT'l‘)aft'ing !‘;L‘Jr‘idgr Equa“tv Contcmporary fEminiSm cha“enges
discrirmination but also intersectional concerns involving race, class,
't emphasizes inclusivity and recognizes the diverse experiences of women

ips, advocating for equal opportunities in all spheres of life, from the workplace

lincal arena. Modern feminism alse confronts stereotypes and cultural norms that
ite gender bia

nly genaer "[:"'."l_':‘!:.'
jlity, and disability

12ed prou

ses, pushing for secietal change through digital activism, policy reform, and
= movements. This shift reflects a more nuanced understanding of feminism, one that seeks
smantle systemic inequalities and empower individuals regardless of their background, making

“ntrelevant and impactful in today’s complex socio-cultural landscape.
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;@ Cyclone Preparedness in Bengal

8

= Raj Oraon

> !

' 3 yamester, Education Va

-
lane preparedness in Bengal has significantly Improve o over the years, driven by the lessgn,

earned from past disasters ke Cyclones Alla, Amphan and Yaas. The state has strengthenog .
disaster management infrastructure with early warning systerms, better coordination betweey,
governmertt -=r7;l' weles. and the construction of ¢y lone shelters in vulnerable coastal areas

| Evacuation protocals have became more efficient, halpihg to reduce casualties during recent F-""Jf'rr.-l

| Public awareness campaigns, community leve! training, and improved commumication channelg y,,
150 empowered residents to take swift action in emergencies However, challenges remain, NCludin,
the need tor better infrastructure in rural areas and faster post-cyclone rehabilitation efforts. Wiy '
Bengal has made strides in disaster preparedness, continuous improvements in planning, technolog,
ind community resilience are essential to minimize the impact of future cyclones.

|

l

.

.

|

|

|

i

1

Scanned with CamScanner



@ Bengal Environmental Change
| 2 g

b Nirjala Chhetri

1" Semester, Political Science

rlimate change presents a grave environmental challenge to the Sundarbans, the world's largest
angrove forest, located in Bengal. Rising sea levels, increasing salinity, and more frequent and intense
sclones threaten the ecosystem and the livelihoods of millions dependent on it. The delicate balance
af this UNESCO Warld Heritage site, home to rare species like the Royal Bengal Tiger, is being disrupted
s¢ habitats shrink and biodiversity declines. Coastal erosion and saltwater intrusion are affgcting
culture and freshwater supplies, leading to food insecurity and forcing local communities to
migrate. As climate change accelerates, the sundarbans face an existential threat, requiring both local

conservation efforts and global climate action to safeguard this vital region.

{

4
d

Scanned with CamScanner




‘3 Birpara College: Empowering Minds, Enriching Lives

Bikram Chhetri

|
@
g

reetings, 1 am Aryan Bikram Chhetri_ a student in the UGC BA PROGRAM at Birpara flj“r-n(;'

'-“”F:t.”
inm

y second year. Established in 1986, Birpara College aims to provide quality education to tnciivid;,d'.‘
i rl: 34 r S - 3
facing financial crises, with a particular focus on backward classes, including ST and oC, Thi:

governr

. . NMB, and 15 presently re
nentsponsored institution is situated in Birpara, Alipurduar, WB, and is ¢ Y recog

Moy
by UGC wh

lle being affiliated with North Bengal University, one of India’s premier universities.

Birpara College predominantly offers high-quality courses in arts and commerce. Since 2017, it k.

ntroduced a self-financed B.5¢. program featuring computer science, mathematics, and physics ar
subjects.

Since its inception, the college and its es
social welfare activities

the establishment day,

teemed authorities have consistently engaged in numeroys
. conducting surveys for the betterment of our local community. Annually, on
the college authorities organize environmental programs in various villages,
promating cleanliness, hygiene, and fostering a healthy society. Furthermore, the college union and it

members spearhead awareness campaigns addressing issues such as child exploitation, women's
tmpowerment, and promoting fitness,

In addition to official records, Birpara College provides accommodati
clothing. Notably, the college has contributed significantly to pro
personnel holding honorable positions in society, all working with th
complemented by educational sessions aimed at supporting poor an

ons, study materials, food, and
ducing bureaucrats and armed
& motto "for the people.” This is
d financially unstable individuals,

in conclusion, the splendid work done by Birpara College cannot be adequately expressed in words.
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|

_Governing Body . =
| |
] |
] 1 | Dr. Piyal Basu Roy 'I_P_f_‘?_‘_'@“nt e ———
; t b bl a2 .
|
Z’ | Dr. Kaustav Chakrabarti l Principal S m—— )
e SR T i
J
I |
3 | LT. Mr. Pankaj Kumar Das Govt. Nominee & Member —
1 ;
|
:{___j-_i_ _Mr. Jayabrata Bhattacharjee Govt. Nominee & Member -
| |
| i
5 | Mr. Ranjit Das University Nominee & Member o
|
| |
{61 Dr. Arnab Chakraborty Teacher Representative & Member i
| ]
{ 1
! |
7 | Mr. Dipankar Bhaumik Teacher Representative & Member
8 | Ms. Asha Lama Teacher Representative & Member i
9 | Sk. Kamruzzaman Teacher Representative & Member
10 | Mr. Indrajit Paul Non-Teaching Representative & Maoibas
|11 | Mr. Kanailal Basfore Non-Teaching Representative & Member
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